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9th Grade Character-Building Activities

( Teach Your Teen to Be Accountable \
1. One community in Massachusetts has proposed drug testing in schools. \ en how
teenagers can show more accountability in order to avoid such actio thorities.

'@een about how par-
i , how this may conflict

2. 2. Many teens complain that parents invade their privacy. Ta
ents feel accountable for the safety and well-being of their ch
with what teens believe is their right to privacy.

3. 3. Share with your teen something you did as a teen responsib you felt af-

terward, and what you learned from it. Then, a

4. 4. Setup aregular time to talk with yourfeen. ' our lives, and also
discuss such questions as: “In what ways z i e?”; w accountable
am [ for my actions?”; “To what extent do % ; g @ps instead of taking
responsibility for what I did?”; “Wha @v udes or behaviofs§ show being accountable?”;

“What attitudes and behaviors D change?”
d old their accountable for such things as under-

ha byateens ¥8llinked to falling grades, failing re-
suicide. Some parents think drinking is
teen against them, but if teens are not

5. 5. It'safactthataloto
age drinking, despite th
lationships, auto%obi

N\,

part of growing u
held accountablgjt
Provide cons s when they bre

make res if they’ve caused
behayi d
i ou can do ma

es instead of rescuing them, require them to

don’t excuse or cover up illegal or inappropriate

lo

Being responsible, choosing to do right,
and following through with commitments
are all part of accountability. 30:
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9th Grade Teacher Lesson Plan

C Teach Your Students to Be Accountabl

®
Character-Building Activities are aligned with Common Core St \ ards
(www.corestandards.org).

Literature/Writing (Writing W.9.1a)
Have each student write a letter to someone in the news who did someth
being specific about why he doesn’t think it was right and why the acti
send their letters and see what happens.

ha ought was irresponsible,
d example. Have students

Research (Writing WHST.9.7)
There is plenty of evidence to conclude that teens need found that
in 2005, teens spent $155 billion, up from $2 billion in ; hwa estment
Company found that 73 percent of teens believe they’ll be they’re out on their
own and expect to be earning an average annual ercent of the U.S. pop-
ulation currently earns a six-figure income, and th imately $40,000.
Give students the assignment of researching bud ude: www.aboutschwab.

com, search “teen,” www.themint.org, or visi Y s of short articles on all

aspects of financial accountability—or sea@
Media/Computer (Writing WHST.9.8
e

o

Discuss which k

Have students spend 30 minutes
minutes searching for teens I
prominent examples really repr t te€ns, what imp
to improve the medisima eengas being accoufita
C B
e S
g people. This has

Internet for, ples of teens who are accountable and 30
mple was easiest to find, whether the most

lic is likely to have, and what can be done

n the

Social Studies (Scienc
Although juvenile
lent crimes am

y, 1t has begun to increase, as has the number of vio-
ate about the extent to which young offenders should
ts debate this issue, some arguing that children and teens
ults, and some arguing for leniency. Have each side support

business and industry has harmed both humankind and the environment
ples are the depletion of fish due to over-fishing or the estimated 47,000
ple who die each year from$oxic chemicals. Ask each student to find one example of this problem to share
ith the class. Lead a discussion on how to hold the offenders accountable for the consequences of their ac-
tions, without resorting to violence or breaking the law.

Arts (Reading: Information Text RI.9.7)
Whether you're working with talented artists or average students, everyone has something to learn and re-
search says that personal choice can be a great motivator. Assign students a self-directed learning project in
which they identify an art-related skill they want to master; a product they want to create; or an artist, art
movement, period, or style they want to learn more about. Then, have students
develop a plan of how they will carry out, document, and evaluate their proj-

ect. The objectives are to capitalize on their interests and make them account- Coovti 3;‘*2@%3‘;; 0 0
. . . opyri
able for their own learning. At the end of the project, ask students to reflect on "I Care” Prodﬁztsg& Services ||z i .
Gl

the positives and negatives of self-directed learning. All Rights Reserved



"l c ARE"‘“ Additional Recommended
Resources

Teach Your Students To Be Accountab\

r
C en to

who dreams of getting
he finds some lost

Try these additional movies and books that are developmentally appropria
grade level. These additional movies and books have been researched
reinforce the monthly character trait. Preview movies and books prior

il Summer of the Monkeys: This is the story of a boy livin
] enough money to buy his dream horse, and what h
monkeys and thinks claiming the reward for t

Coach Carter: A true story of the man w
sign contracts promising to maintain a ¢
accountable by locking them out of,the gy

E

Book of the Month: Nobody El o Know, by Ingri

Webber is driving with his grandfa out a licens ntally hits a girl
on a bicycle. Webb’s grandf sponsibility 3 t so Webb won’t get
into trouble, but eventuall mes to terms with, what Rappened and decides to do

the right thing.

Hard Time: A ok at Juvenile C d Violence, by Janet Bode: Real teens
who have been j for vario in their stories about their difficult
home lives a oufitheir violent livés streets. There’s also a discussion about

how qu violence is ingre ong teens today.
Raide ig bert Li ; the co—captain of his high school football team

brutal hazing atta ng teammate. Can he do the right thing and tell
will he play by the rules and take part in the cover—-up?

witriess
th, by Tanya Llo n is at a party where a man is found dead. She discovers
everyone there o did it but no one wants to tell and get in trouble.
e v of Tea ‘% s Lester: In 1859, Pierce Butler sells his inheritance of 429 slaves to

hat day is recorded in the voices of some of the people involved,
apart, greedy slave buyers and sellers.

o G

families that are

<G
(9th Grade) Copyright® 2007 “I Care” Products & Services @r




Name

Date Received

Signature ACCOU table

Student Character-Building Trait Overvi

eing responsible, choosing to do right, and f
with commitments are all part of accounta
. consequences when you don’t do these things.

through
Is paying the

e Don't play the blame game. If you've goof up, to it. Don’t mak

untable for )
| thei

e Ifno one in your family sets limits or ho do it for yourself.

e Look around and see the trouble ipgif they don’t con
le? Take regponsi

opl
want the consequences of not bei cc
e Ifyoudon’tunderstand s t a estions.
e Hold your friends account enmind them if the omiS€thto do something but didn't—but do it

nicely.
e Ifthere is somethi get betterat, 1 basketball, word processing, website design,
public speaking, 0 &1 grades, as [
C

e Show some fi countability by
receive instead 'of spending it all.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

eelings and actions. Do you
doing the right thing.

y from every allowance and monetary gifts you

ing and paying the consequences when you don’t. It used to be
or doing wrong and that helped them learn not to do the wrong thing

quences when they misbehave. So, people have learned to put the blame on others when something
goes wrong, like the woman who sued McDonald’s because she got burned from hot coffee instead of tak-
ing responsibility for spilling the coffee. You can find lots of examples by searching “frivolous lawsuits” on
the internet. The point is that people need to grow up, so to speak, and to own up to their behavior.
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Date Received
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Student Character-Building Activities

1. Define this month’s character trait.

2. Why does this character trait matter?

e a better on?

® \q’
4. Some i:&ill take to ice thnEharacter trait.

O

5. Who do you see around this facility modeling the trait?

3. How can this character trai
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Student Mastery Activity

) ]
What's the Media Image? &
Spend 30 minutes searching the internet for examples of teens who are acc and 30 minutes
searching for examples of teens who are not. Describe below what yom each search. Which

kind of example was easiest to find? Did the easy-to-find example sent teens as a whole?

s
What impression is the public likely to have when they find these s?What can bidone to improve

the media image of teens as being accountable?

Describe examples of teens who showed accountabili
|

Describe exa eens who di how aEuntability.

O
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